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Y8. MESSAGE AND DOCUMENTS

[Theset known as *Message and documents” is not listed in this Checklist. . The set had no value, because
it was merely a duplication (except for binding) of some of the vol which appeared in the Conqres—
sional set; yet it was published for nearly half a century, beginning about 184243, or possibly a little
earlier, and ending with the Message and documents communicated to Congress at the beginning of the
2d session of the 54th Congress, being the issues for 1896-07. The double dates are those of the beginning
and ending of the session of Congress to which the documents were transmitted. The annual reports
contained are for the year corresponding to the first of the double dates. There seems to have been no
definite provision of law which justified the existence or the termination of the set.

The series consisted in the early days of the Message of the President and the annual reports, with their
accompanying papets, of such of the Executive Departments as were required by law to present their
reports to Congress through the President; but beginning with the Message to the 15t gession of the 48th
Congress, for 1883-84, the ““Message” no longer appeared in the set, and the name ‘“Message and docu-
ments,” by which it was still known to the end of its existence, became a misnomer.

The annual reports of Executive Departments contained in the set have varied considerably; but the
annual reports of the Treasury Department and its subordinate bureaus, which were submitted directly
to Congress and not through the President, were never included in the Message and documents series.
It seems absurd that an ““Abridgment” should contain im rtant matter not found in the volumes
abridged; still it is true that the Abridgments of message and documents (a series which beg{an in 1858
and is still in 1911 compiled by law under the direction of the Printing Joint Committee; see Y4.793 1:2)
contained the Treasury reports not found in the Message and documents set, and contained also the
Message of the President, which as noted above was omitted from the Message and documents set begin-
ning with the 1883-84 issue. ;

The number of books for each year in the Message and documents series varied from 1 to 19. For several
of the early years the individual books earried a general part number for the year, but later the general
part number no longer was used and therealter the individual books carried either no part or volume
number at all or else only the volume or part number of the particular annual report itself, This fact
malces the set difficult to arrange on library shelves.

The Public Documents Library classifies its Message and documents set under Y3., followed between the
period and the colon by the number of the Congress and session, the number of the session appearing as
& superior figure; for example, Y8.53%: Two styles of book numbers are required after the colon, but of
course only one style is necessary in the same vear. First, for those early 1y:w.rs which have a general
part number, this becomes the book number. Second, for the later issues Where there is no general part
or volume number covering all the books for any individual gear, the Public Documents Library uses
as book number a capital letter indicating the initial of the Executive Department concerned S)r 2 or
more initials separated by commas, in ease a book contains reports from 2 or more Executive Depart-
ments); in eases where the report of one Deg:lartmnnt fills several volumes, these are distinguished by
adding superior numbers after the initial of the Department. Following are examples:

Y8.373:5= Message and documents, 37th Congress, 3d session, 1862-63, &t. 5

Y8.381:P, A= Message and d ts, 36th Congress, 1st session, 1 4, Post-Office Dept., Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, etc.

Y8385 1= Message and documents, 38th Congress, 1st session, 1863-64, State Dept., pt. 1

Y8.381: We= Message and documents, 38th Congress, 15t session, 1863-64, War Dept.

Y8.545.T 4= Message and documents, 54th Congress, 2d session, 1806-97, Interior Dept., v. 4, pt. 1

Y8.54%:15= Message and documents, 54th Congress, 2d session, 1806-97, Interior Dept., v. 4, pt. 2.]

Y9. SPEECHES

[Sec. 37 of the f{eneral printing act of Jan. 12, 1895 (Stat. L. v. 28, p. 606), provides that it shall be lawful
for the Publie Printer to print and deliver, upon the order of any Senator, Represenfative, or Delegate,
extracts from the Congressional record, the person ordering thé same paying the cost thereof.” This
section is merely a reenactment, with slightly different wor ing, of & provision in the legislative, execu-
tive, and judicial appropriation act approved Mar. 3, 1875 (Stat, L. v. 18, pt. 3, p. 347).

Although the printing of speeches of Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in separate pamphlets is
therefore paid for out of private funds, the Publi¢ Printer is authorized to furnish without cost to Sena-
tors, Members, and Delegates franked envelopes in which these speeches may be franked through the
mails like other public documents.

Speeches are classed in the Public Documents Library under Y9., but they are not listed in this Checklist.
The Public Documents Library arranges its file alphabetically by the names of the speakers, assigniag
book numbers from the Cuiter order table. Different Speeches by the same man are distinguished by
using a superior figure following the Cutter number. Ineluded in the same alphabet are a few other
extraets from the Congressional record containing debates in Congress; these debates are Cutterized under
the subject word.]

Z. PAPERS OF REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD AND
FIRST 14 CONGRESSES

Z1. COLONIAL DOCUMENTS (compilations)

Classification
no.

Z1.1: | American archives

[By act of Mar, 2, 1833, the Secretary of State was authorized to contract with
Matthew St. Clair Clarke and Peter Fores for the publication of a work entitled
“Documentary history of American Revolution.” This work is known as
American archives, and as originally projected was to comprise 6 series, con-
sisting of a ecollection of authentic records, state papers, debates, and letters,
and other notices of public affairs, the whole forming a documentary history
of the origin and progress of the North American colonies, of the causes and
accomplishment of the American Revolution, and of the Constitution of Gov-
ernment for the United States to the final ratification thereof, covering tho
period from the discovery and settlement of North America to the ratification



1668
Classification 71, COLONIAL DOCUMENTS (compilations)—Cont’d

Z1.1: | American archives—Continued
of the Constitution of the United States. The contents of the § series were
planned as follows:

1st series, from discovery and settlement of North American colonies to Revo-
lution in England, 1688,

2d series, from Revolution in England, 1688, to cession of Canada to Great
Britain by Treaty at Paris, 1763. i

3d series, from cession of Canada, 1763, to King's message to Parliament, Mar.
7, 1774, on proceedings in North America.

4th series, from King’s message, Mar. 7, 1774, to Declaration of Independence
by United States, 1776,

5th series, from Declaration of Independence, 1776, to definitive treaty of

with Great Britain, 1783.

6th series, from treaty of peace, 1783, to final ratification of Constitution for
United States, 1757,

Of this work, only the 4th series, consisting of 6 volumes, and 3 volumes of the 5th
series were published owing to the iailure of Congress to make sufficient appro-
gﬁatlons for the work, and also owing to the lack of interest of Secretary of

tate Marcy who failed to approve of the last volume submitted to him by
Peter Force. The period covered by the published portion is from Mar. 7,
1774, to Dec. 31, 1776. .

The vast quantity of unused material which Peter Force had been collecting for
40 years was bought by Congress in 1864 for $100,000 and deposited in the
Library of Congress where it still remains unpublished and on account of its
incomplete and confused condition little hope is held for its reproduction.

The 9 folio volumes of American archives were not published as numbered Con-
gressional documents but 1500 sets were supplied to Congress for distribution.]

American archives, consisting of collection of authentick records,
state papers, debates, and letters and other notices of publick
affairs, forming documentary history of origin and progress of
North American colonies, of causes and accomplishment of
American Revolution, and of Constitution of Government for
United States to final ratification thereof, 4th series: Docu-
mentary history of English colonies in North America from
King’s message to Parliament, Mar. 7, 1774, to Declaration of

Indbipendence b‘y United States; [by Peter Force]. “Published

by M. St. Clair Clarke and Peter Force, Washington, Dec. 1837.

} vid e

4 Same; by Peter Force. Published by M. St. Clair Clarke and

Weiian Peter Force, Washingfon, Oct. 1839. wv. 2, f°

v 43 Same. Published by M. St. Clair Clarke and Peter Force, Wash-

ington, Dec. 1840. v. 3, f°

V44 Same, Published by M. St. Clair Clarke and Peter Force, Wash-

ington, Apr. 1843. v. 4, f°

¥i4s Same. Published by M. St. Clair Clarke and Peter Force, Wash-

ington, Apr. 1844. wv. 5, f°

V48 Same. Published by M. St. Clair Clarke and Peter Force, Wash-

ington, Mar. 1846. v. 6, f°

51 Same, 5th series: Documentary history of United States of Amer-

ica from Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776, to defini-

tive treaty of peace with Great Britain, Sept. 3, 1783; by Peter

Force. Published by M. St. Clair Clarke and Peter Force,

Washington, Apr. 1848. v. 1, f°

153 Same. Published by M. St. Clair Clarke and Peter Force, Wash-

ington, May, 1851. v. 2, f°

52 Same. [No publisher] Washington, Jan. 1853. v. 3, f°

Z2. CONTINENTAL CONGRESS PAPERS

[Include documents of the Continental Congress, Constitutional or Federal Convention of 1787, and other
documents of the period covered by the Continental Congress.]

Z2.1: | Constitutional or Federal Convention, 1787

El51 | Elliot’s Debates, 1st edition, 1827-30. Debates, resolutions, and
1 other proceedings in convention on adoption of Federal Consti-
tution as recommended by general convention at Philadelphia,
Sept. 17, 1787, with yeas and nays on decision of main question,
collected and revised by Jonathan Elliot, v. 1: Debates in Mas-
sachusettsand New York. [lstedition.] Washington, printed
by and for editor, 1827,
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